
                                    www.rolumcwi.com                                                             

 

Vol. 39 Issue  23 January 16, 2022  

The Current Of The River Of Life 

 

                                                 January Loose Coins 

                                           Page 15 
 

Knit & Crochet With  

A Mission    

Last Wednesday each month  

Page 11 

                                                   

                                            February 20th 

                                                          Page 11 

                                             

                                              Mission Trip 

                                                          March 30-April 1 

                                                                 Page 10 



2                                  www.rolumcwi.com  

 

CHURCH OFFICE                     608.362.8866  

Christina Bergh                                  Bookkeeper  

cbergh@rolumcwi.com 

Bonnie Moore        Secretary/Receptionist 

bmoore@rolumcwi.com 

CLERGY STAFF 
Brenda Whitford, Pastor                 608-482-0021            

pastorbrenda@rolumcwi.com 

Tom Alverson, Lay Minister            608-362-8866 

talverson@rolumcwi.com 

Retired Pastor Keith Putney           608-774-3162         

LAY LEADERSHIP 2021 

Lay Leaders 
Tom Alverson 
Ad Council Chairperson 
Shellie Olson 
Armed Intruder Chairperson 
Barb Kuska 
Annual Conference Lay Members   
Bob Scheets Carol Scheets 
Board of Trustees Chairperson 
Kathy Rodgers 
Decorating Committee Chairperson 
Tracy Maxwell 
Finance Chairperson  
Jesse Calkins 
Hospitality Chairperson 
Diane Gemignani 
Memorials and Wills Chairperson  
Marietta Axmear 
Missions Committee Co-Chairpersons  
Diane Gemignani & Ellen Butchart 
Youth Ministry Team Chairperson 
Karen Parssinen  
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chairperson  
Marlene Erickson  
Stewardship Team Chairperson 
Tom Alverson 
Tech Team Chairperson 
Derek Bergh 
United Methodist Women Chairperson 
Marlene Erickson  

MUSIC STAFF 
Lois Ulvin       Director of Music 
Marge Johnson       Pianist 
   

 

United Methodist Church in Beloit and Clinton 
    Loving People Into Taking Their Next Step With Jesus 

    

                   BELOIT CAMPUS                 OFFICE               CLINTON CAMPUS 

                      2345 Prairie Avenue        2375 Prairie Avenue            402 Church Street                                                           
                              Beloit, WI                          Beloit, WI                        Clinton, WI 
                           608.362.8866                     608.362.8866                   608.676.4646 

  Fax 608.362.0554 

 

Eight people without internet currently have the bulletin 

and sermon mailed to them each week. Call the church   

office if you would like them mailed to you as well. 

 

Please contact the     
office if you or a 

friend would like a 
prayer shawl.  We 
have many shawls 

to share.  
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   Jason 

Kerri 
Nan 
Betty 
Our Congregation 
Our Community 

Our condolences to the Family and Friends of… 
 

Gabi Dray 

Not ready to come back to in person worship yet? Or out of town for the weekend?  
 

Be sure to participate in worship on our church website or on Facebook.  
The River of Life website and Beloit Facebook page now have the  

Beloit service and the Clinton Facebook page has the Clinton service,  
so you can watch two services each week! 

    People we have prayed for…. 

We are recruiting for an 
Organist/Pianist  

 
If anyone in our congregation 

knows of someone looking  
for a job, please Contact:  

Marlene Erickson 
 608-362-0830   

 or 
Lois Ulvin 

  608-365-4024 Be joyful in hope,  
patient in affliction,  
faithful in prayer. 

Romans 12;12 
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  I am writing this from Lauderdale By The Sea, Florida. My husband Dan  

  and I, our daughter Elizabeth, and her husband Shane are staying in a  

  duplex three blocks from the ocean. We are disappointed in the condition  

  of the duplex. The neighbors continually play their music way too loud. If  

  that were not enough, it has been cloudy, windy and sprinkle-y the two  

  days we have been here so far. The next two days are supposed to be  

  rainy. After that, the sun is forecasted to come out, but it is supposed to  

  be cooler. There may not be a single day that is beach-worthy. It would be    

easy to complain – and it sounds like I am. We save all year for our South Florida vacation,  

and this week’s weather is not typical, sunny, South Florida weather.  

That seems to be our human condition, doesn’t it? It seems that we are eager to complain,  

and we complain a lot. We are not as eager to be grateful for our blessings. 

This duplex we are staying at is on a canal of the Intracoastal Waterway. When we walk  

out of the patio door, there is a small patio, a small in-ground pool, and then the canal. It  

is as though we are at the end of a river. It is beautiful in the daytime. It is stunning at  

night, when the lights reflect off the water. The kids are having a blast fishing. The small  

back yard is surrounded by palm trees and tropical plants. We may not be having typical  

South Florida beach weather, but we are experiencing wonderful blessings. I am very  

grateful! 

I have caught myself several times with an attitude of complaint the past two days. It  

made me think about the times when I am quick to complain and slow to be grateful.  

I am wondering if this happens to you as well. 

Today I read and reflected on the entire book of James. It is a good writing on what it  

means to act like a follower of Jesus. Of course, James tells us not to complain. He also  

tells us to be grateful. Both are actually common themes throughout the Bible. 

If I am not home by the time you read this, I will be within the next few days. It will seem  

easy for all of us to complain about ice and snow and cold weather. It will seem easy to  

complain about the dark of winter. Aches and pains seem worse in the winter. And now  

with Covid numbers up again, it is another thing to complain about. But instead of  

complaining, let’s see if we can come up with ways to express gratitude for God’s  

blessings. I will be interested in hearing your gratitude for blessings when you could  

have been complaining. 

Holding you in my heart until we can see one another in person again, 

Love, Pastor Brenda 
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Because there is a fair amount of time between the newsletter deadline and when 

you receive the Current, I cannot predict if we are meeting for in-person worship or 

will not resume for several weeks. Our Rock County Covid positive test numbers 

have been at record highs, and that does not count people who used an at-home 

test, tested positive, but did not report it. The fact that both Tom and I got Covid at 

Christmas time, even though we are both fully vaccinated, speaks to what experts 

have been saying about Omicron’s high transmutability, even to those who are 

boosted. Although Tom and I both had very mild symptoms, there are certainly 

people who would not have mild symptoms, and it would be horrible if someone 

got very sick because we decided to worship in-person during this time of high 

Omicron transmutability. We will continue to send out emails and voiceshots to 

keep everyone updated. Thank you for your grace in this matter as we continue    

to work to keep everyone healthy. 

From Pastor Brenda……. 

Many, many thanks to our congregation. You have 

been so thoughtful and generous. When I was out for 

that week and a half in October/November, I received 

over 25 get well cards, and many of you encouraged 

me to take it slow coming back. Thank you for the 

Christmas gifts. And then so many of you reached 

out when I had Covid. Thank you to every one of you 

for your kindness and care of me!  ~Pastor Brenda 
 

 

to Carol Allen  
Carol made our Christmas Eve towel gift. Carol regularly makes gifts for the congregation.  

Thank you so much, Carol! 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 

Our Wednesday morning bible study will begin again 
on Jan. 19, from 10:30 – 11:30, via Zoom. 

 
We will be using the study guide entitled Christian Character. 

 
Description of the study guide: “Compassion, humility, faith, perseverance.  We long for the 
beauty of Christ to be reflected in our lives.  Such character comes only as the Spirit of God 
transforms us through the Word of God.  This twelve-session LifeGuide Bible Study will help 
you along your journey toward becoming all that God created you to be.”  It sounds very 
worthwhile, and probably a great segue as we approach the season of Lent!   
 
Our group is made up of people who regularly attend both the Clinton and Beloit campuses, 
so you will see a familiar face no matter which campus you attend!  If you are interested in 
joining us, (and we would love to have you!) please let the church office know.  They will 
send you the link for the Zoom session, and they will put a study guide in the bin outside    
the Beloit office.  The study guide costs $10.00, and we have ordered extra copies.  We look 
forward to seeing you! 
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Note:  If your name is not on our lists, please call the  
office so we can  update our records. 

 
Corrections from last issue birthdays: 

Sandy Ovist:  January 15 
Pastor Brenda:  December 29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feb. 2 
Susan Kiser 
Feb. 6 
Stephen Buckler 
Bruce Cawkins 
Feb. 8 
Ann Hegge 
Feb. 9 
Dave Buckler 
Patti Novy 
Feb. 11 
Emma Miller 
Feb. 14 
Annette Henz 
Feb. 15 
Dakota Knutsen 
Tony Ward 
Feb. 16 
Shania Knutsen 
Feb. 17 
William Churchill 
Feb. 18 
Lori Sturdevant 
Stephen Wadle 
Feb. 19 
Candace Jacobson 
Charles Weiser 
Feb. 22 
Kathryn Parsons 
Feb. 23 
Kathryn Dopp 
Clay Ward 
Feb. 26 
Stephanie Klett 
Linda Lyman 
Feb. 27 
Heather Buckler 
Phyllis Carpenter 
Doris Davis-Gaustad 
Feb 28 
Kelly Lutzow 
Feb. 29 
Mary Van Meter 

Dear members of United Methodist Church, 

Thank you so very much for your incredibly     
generous donations!  It will make such a            

positive difference for our students                     
experiencing homelessness!  We were able to    

give out many of the items and gift cards before 
the holiday break.  Your kindness makes our    

kids feel like people care! 

With deep gratitude, 
Robin Stuht 
from 16:49 
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Adult Mission Trip Details 
 

Our annual Adult Mission trip to Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) in Springfield, 
Illinois, is scheduled for Mar. 30 – Apr. 1, 2022.  A signup sheet is included in this issue.  The 
MMDC staff is fully vaccinated, and Covid protocols are in place.  Masks must be worn in the kit 
room and warehouses at all times.  If you need to remove your mask for any reason, you need 
to exit the building to do so. 
 
The staff is looking forward to our arrival.  We may be assembling personal dignity kits and 
flood buckets, inventorying donations, shellacking or assembling desks, repairing bicycles or 
sewing machines, or mending sheets and blankets.  The staff will tell us what jobs need to be 
done, and we volunteer for which ones we feel we can do.  We go to serve.  We come home 
amazed at their organization and humbled by the difference we make in the short time we     
are there.  They have amazing stories to share about how God works with them to touch the 
lives of people all over the world.  Check out their website at www.midwestmission.org. 
 
The Adult Mission trip departs from the church parking lot at 9:00 am on Wednesday, Mar. 30.  
We carpool down to the Springfield area, and do some sightseeing on the way.  We will watch 
the covid numbers and make a detailed itinerary in March.  
 
You have a choice of staying in the dormitory at Midwest Mission Distribution Center or at the 
Comfort Inn and Suites.  At the dorm, there are two bunk beds in each room, but you will be  
assigned the room for just yourself unless you want to pair up with anyone (and receive a     
discount).  You need to supply your own towel and bedding.  The dorm has a full kitchen,   
men’s and women’s showers, air-conditioning, and wifi. 
 
If you choose to stay at the Comfort Inn, you will make your own arrangements.  They will have 
a block of rooms set aside for us (under the name of River of Life) for Wednesday and Thursday 
nights at a discounted rate ($95 per night).  The Comfort Inn’s phone number is 217-529-8898.  
They will need your reservation by Mar. 16. 
 
We look forward to you joining us this year!  If you have any questions, please contact Diane 
Gemignani at 608-290-5274 or dianegem23@gmail.com. 
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Knit & Crochet With A Mission Group 
Our next meeting is  February 23rd at 1:00 pm in the Office Workroom.   We  welcome 

all knitters and crocheters, no matter what skill level, and anyone wishing to learn.      

If you have any questions call Sandy Ovist:  608-362-6583. 

Please join us!!  

From the Missions Committee 

 A few coins jingling in a pocket; the zippered compartment of a purse; an old jar on 
the bureau that clinks every time a coin is dropped in; do these loose coins given   
every Sunday really make a difference? Yes! 

I am old enough to remember a March of Dimes card on our dining room table in the 
1950s. For years, we diligently saved all our dimes to fill up the cards, turn them in 
and then get a new one. They were only dimes, right? The millions of dimes collected 
helped fund the research for a polio vaccine that saved thousands of children from     
a crippling virus and provide restorative treatment. When polio was eventually con-
quered, the dimes were redirected for preventing and treating birth defects. 

Just like the fight against polio, our Sunday coins make a great difference in the lives 
of our community members. On Sunday, February 20th, a “Missions Fair” highlighting 
the organizations supported by our loose coins will be held in Fellowship Hall after 
church. Come see display tables demonstrating the many products and services our 
congregation supports. 

Ever wonder what is in a Bag of Hope? How is a Flood Bucket put together? Is a    
Blanket of Hope a real blanket? What services does Northcott Community Center  
provide? What do deserving women and children receive from Domestic Abuse      
services? These are just a few examples of the agencies we support. The Missions 
Committee is eager to share information and answer questions about all of our loose 
coins recipients and how you make a difference. We look forward to seeing you there! 

                                                                                                            Kathy Allen 

11 
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         —————————————————————————————————————————— 

A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 
Traditionally UMW observe a Call to Prayer and Self-Denial in Circle meetings during the month 
of February. Complete information, a brochure and program ideas may be found at                  
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/call-to-prayer 
 
The following information and graphic was copied directly from the United Methodist    
Women e-news January 6, 2022 

Every year, “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” encourages 
women to step out in faith and bring the love of Christ into a 
hurting world through their prayers and selfless giving. This 
year’s special offering will support the vital and vibrant 
ministry of deaconesses and home missioners, consecrated 
laity who have dedicated their lives to vocations of love,    
justice and service. Find all you need to host an observance 
or contribute on our Call to Prayer website  

Coming! 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/call-to-prayer
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=5JZn-hV1a9BOGqSFjC33536RvLooTyPG9IsCiUc5RH3OGU5ohFhbiA


                                    www.rolumcwi.com                             

 

Flat Jesus Joins UMW For Lunch!  
Flat Jesus is a picture of Jesus that is flat and will easily fit in your pocket so you can take him everywhere 
you go. The program was started to encourage our youth, but everyone was invited to take part. 

We are very happy to announce that Flat Jesus enjoyed lunch with this happy group of UMW. You cannot 
help but be happy with Jesus at your side. Watch this column for further adventures with Flat Jesus.  

The Holy Bible 
Author: 

Publisher: 

Date: 

Readership: 

Today we are featuring a special edition: 

13 
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Pray Without Ceasing 

Ann Williams

UMW Calendar 
January: No scheduled events 
February: 
 16 Martha Circle 9:30 a.m. 
 16 Mary Circle 1:00 p.m. 
 23 Unit Meeting 9:30 a.m.  
  Election of officers 
  Special speaker, Kelsey Hood-Christenson 
 

-Carol Connors, Communications Coordinator 
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ARITAS 

Donations needed: 
Diaper Cream 

Please drop off your pop tops       

which benefits  

Ronald McDonald’s  House 

 

Loose Coins for January 
  

January loose coins will go to Northcott Neighborhood House, a multi-program community      
center in Milwaukee, started in 1961 by the United Methodist Women, the Wisconsin      
Conference and the General Board of Global Ministries. Northcott's beginnings were a lot 
like the startup of Caritas in Beloit, providing food, clothing, and a support system for       
families out of an older house in the city. 

Today Northcott Neighborhood House takes up several modern buildings and serves 10,000 
community residents a year. They provide job skills, employment opportunities, and basic 
food and clothing necessities, as well as recreational facilities and community meeting space. 
They also offer educational opportunities for all ages, including GED, literacy, Head Start,  
and after-school programs at locations around the city. 

Northcott Neighborhood House has really grown since that first food and clothing bank   
started by UMW. It's still supported by UMW and the Wisconsin Conference, among many 
other community funding partners. It serves one of the most segregated cities in the nation 
with community building and family support.  

Please give to this important ministry right in our own state. Drop your loose coins in the 
offering! Or -- since we've missed a few Sundays of in-person worship -- put a couple bills    
or a check in an envelope marked for Northcott. 

-- Ellen Butchart 

15 
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...from one of the Aldrich families who received Christmas donations        
from our congregation: 

 

Thank you very very much for all of your warm and generous hearts for helping my 
family with Christmas. It means the world to us. God Bless you all always.        

E.M. , Aldrich family parent  

Some of the activities that the Youth Ministry Team has been involved in,  
during the 2021 year, included the following: 

    *Virtual Sunday School 
    *Church Re-Opening Ice Cream and BINGO 
    *“Camp-out” Vacation Bible School 
    *Back-to-Sunday-School BINGO and Cookie Walk 
    *Tutoring 
    *Trunk or Treat 

I’ve lost track of the endless number of people who have said,  
“YES!” to my many requests this year:                 

teaching Sunday School; contributing baked goods, treats, and prizes; leading and 
planning activities for VBS; leading and cooking for WATR; being a tutor and a     
mentor; decorating a Halloween trunk; helping at the Aldrich Holiday Bazaar;         
donating to Aldrich families; creating postcards and typing up my last-minute         
requests for the Current; walking the neighborhoods with activity promotions;     
taking photos with Flat Jesus; providing advice; and everything else that I’ve         
forgotten. Thank you so very much for continuing to smile when I head your          
way and for being a friend. --- Karen P  
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Apportionment  
Connectional Giving  

for the  
Transformation of the World  

     “The  PEOPLE of  the  Un i ted  Method is t  Church  are  i n vo lved  and  do  remarkab le  
m in i stry  ar ound  the  wor ld . ”  The  truth  i s  that  organ izat i ons  do  not  have  a  persona l  
re la t i onsh i p  w i th  God ,  and  organ izat i ons  do  not  get  i nvo lved  i n  miss i on  and  out -  
reach .  It  i s  the  members  of  i nd iv idua l  church  commun it i es  who  are  i nsp i red  by  
God ’s  grace  i n  the ir  own  l i v es  to  come  together ,  nur ture  the ir  re la t i onsh ip  w i th  
God  and  w i th  each  other ,  acknow ledge  the ir  d ifferences ,  and  un i te  i n  order  to  be  
too ls  i n  God ’s  hands  i n  every  corner  of  God ’s  Creat i on ,  w i th  the  a im  to  make  
d i sc i p les  for  Jesus  Chr is t  (Matthew 28 :16 -20)  for  the  tr ansformat ion  of  the  
wor ld .  
     Together ,  we  can  extend  a  he lp i ng  hand  so  that  our  ne ighbors  can  overcome  
formidab le  obstac les  i n  t imes  of  cr is i s .  Together ,  we  can  r each  ch i ldren ,  fami l i es  
and  commun it ies  who  have  exper i enced  devastat ion  i n  the  wake  of  d i saster .  
Together ,  we  can  spread  the  gospe l  of  peace  and  encourage  cooperat i on  l oca l ly ,   
i n  our  country  and  around  the  wor ld .  Together  we can  he lp  surv i vors  of  natura l  
d i sasters  l i ke  earthquakes  and  hurr i canes .  Together  we  can  i nvest  i n  vu lnerab le  
commun it i es ,  he lp ing  them to  become se lf -susta in ing .  A l though  we  cannot  cure  
d i seases  l i ke  ma lar ia ,  together  we  can  imp lement  the  most  effect i ve  so lu t i ons  
known  at  th i s  t ime to  prevent  these  d i seases  from c la im ing  l i v es .  Together  we   
can  equ ip  the  next  generat i on  of  Chr is t i ans  to  l ead  the  Church  and  soc iety .  
     A  fami l i ar  refra i n  i n  The  Un ited  Method i st  Church  i s  that  our  apport i onment  
costs  are  too  h i gh  and  proh ib i t i ve .  Cou ldn ’ t  we  do  more  i f  we  kept  the  money  
ourse lves  and  spent  i t  c loser  to  home?  The  s imp le  and  qu ick  answer  to  that  i s   
NO.  Let ’s  say  a  person  puts  one  do l lar  i n  the  co l lect i on  p la te  on  a  Sunday  morn ing .  
What  actua l ly  happens  to  that  do l l ar ;  how  much goes  to  pay  appor t i onments ,  and  
how  much  gets  used  l oca l ly?  F i r st ,  e ighty -four  cents  ($ .84)  of  every  do l l ar  stays  
r ight  i n  the  church  where  i t  i s  g i ven .  For  the  average  Un ited  Method is t  church ,  
ha l f  of  that  amount  pays  sa lar i es  and  benef i ts ,  a  quarter  pays  i nsurance ,  bu i ld i ng ,  
and  ma i ntenance  costs ,  15% covers  programs ,  equ i pment ,  and  m in i s try  expenses ,  
7% goes  to  admin i s trat i ve  and  mater ia l  costs ,  and  3% goes  to  miss i ons .  If  
apport ionments  stayed  i n  the  loca l  church ,  there  i s  l i tt l e  ev idence  that  i t  wou ld  
be  spent  on  miss i ons .  Of  the  remain ing  s ixteen  cents  ($ . 16) ,  approx imate ly  80% 
stays  i n  the  annua l  conference  pay i ng  for  conference  programs  and  s taff ,  d i s tr ict  
super intendents ,  and  spec ia l i zed  miss i ons  and  m in i s tr ies .  Two  cents  ($ .02 )  goes  to  
genera l  church  apport ionments ,  and  a  penny  ($ .01)  goes  to  Advance  Spec i a ls ,  
Spec i a l  Sunday  offer ings ,  and  other  m isce l l aneous  funds .   
     Apport i onments  remind  us  that  our  fa i th  and  devot i on  to  God  i s  b igger  than  
our  immedi ate  area .  Apport i onments  r emind  us  that  a l l  of  us  share  the  same  
p lanet  and  are  tasked  w i th  tak ing  care  of  our  l i v i ng  env i r onment  (Genes is  2 : 15) .  
Appor t ionments  remind  us  that  a l l  Method is ts  are  connected  to  God  and  to  each  
other  whether  they  are  down  the  road  a  p i ece  or  on  the  other  s ide  of  the  g l obe .  
                                                                                                                 
      In  the  Grace  of  God ,                                                                                                          
      Thomas  C .  A lverson                                                                                                            
      Stewardsh ip  Cha irperson  
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Tuesday 
10:00 am Men’s Coffee Hour (FH) 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting (O) 

Wednesday 
10:30 am Bible Study (Zoom) 

 6:30 pm WATR &  
Adult Bible Study  

Saturday  
7:30 am Bible Study (Zoom) 
5:30 pm Saturday Worship 

 

Sunday 

Monday  
1:00 pm Card Club (FH) 

Thursday 
4:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Issue deadline:  
February 4th 

The next newsletter will 
be available February 13th 

Calendar  
 (also posted on the Web & Facebook)  

It is the decision of the Worship Team to cancel all activities 

of the church including In-Person worship until the end of 

January, 2022.  The number of Co-Vid cases in our commu-

nity continues to remain high. Rock county is currently one 

of the extreme hot spots in the state of Wisconsin. We    

continue to monitor the situation each day. Starting at noon, 

Saturday, January 15, 2022, temporarily  there will be no   

activities or in-person worship at both campuses until      

further advised.  Pastor Brenda is on vacation until January 

18th.  If you have a pastoral need, please call the office at 

608.362.8866 and we will contact Pastor Keith for you.  

Please watch our recorded worship Sundays at 9:30 am     

on our website or Face book pages.  . 

  January 17  6:30 pm  Stewardship (Zoom) 
  January 18  6:30 pm  Finance (Zoom) 
  January 24  6:00 pm Trustees (Zoom) 
  January 25  6:30 pm   Ad Council (Zoom) 
 


